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Abstract

This talk will present a series of studies aiming to advance knowledge about the cognitive and affective
factors underlying decision-making in the energy domain. This research covers, among others, investment
decisions in renewable energy technology, political voting decisions, and decision strategies in future
decentralized energy systems such peer-to-peer energy communities. The findings illustrate how both,
cognitive and affective individual differences uniquely influence decision- making in renewable energy
scenarios. The results moreover shed light on the underlying processes that mediate these influences.
Based on these insights, this line of research can inform evidence-based interventions in practice and

contribute to a human-centered design of future energy systems.
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Behavior Lab at the University of Geneva, Switzerland. His research applies findings from psychology,
affective sciences, and behavioral economics to investigate consumer decisions and behavior with respect
to sustainable energy systems. Dr. Hahnel is leading interdisciplinary research projects funded by industry
and governmental sources. He is moreover member of the Swiss Center for Affective Sciences as well as
the Competence Center for Research in Energy, Society and Transition (CREST) that focuses on societal

relevant research questions in the context of the energy transition.
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